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NO MEETING THIS MONTH
- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - -- - - -

WISHING ALL OUR MEMBERS A
MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A
HAPPY NEW YEAR

New trip:
Two London Museums
New groups starting in January:
Archaeology
Art Appreciation & Gallery Visits
Mahjong
Money Matters

Coming up in the New Year:
Spring Dance 22nd April
Members’ Activities Day 12th July
Next monthly meeting 23rd Jan

The Essex Scrubber
Christine Beedle
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Hutton U3A Contacts
Chairman
Mike
Membership Secretary Roger
Website
Paul
Newsletter
Colin
Treasurer
Gavin

Website:

-

chairman@huttonu3a.org.uk
membership@huttonu3a.org.uk
webmaster@huttonu3a.org.uk
newsletter@huttonu3a.org.uk
treasurer@huttonu3a.org.uk

www.huttonu3a.org.uk

(ctrl + click to follow the link, iPads just touch)
Enter your email address or username. Enter your password. If you have forgotten your
password, click on the text ‘please click here’.
Current Membership: 363

Current Membership:337

Meetings & Diary Dates 2022
All talks will take place at Bishops Hill – booking is no longer necessary.
January meeting: 148 members + 9 guests

17th

Jan

Hutton u3a Committee Meeting

23rd Jan

The Essex Scrubber

21st Feb

Hutton u3a Committee Meeting

27th Feb

Majesty and Menace

21st Mar

Hutton u3a Committee Meeting

27th Mar

Ship of Dreams – Tales from Titanic
Advance Notices

22nd April

Spring Dance

12th July

Members’ Activities Day at New Hall School
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Christine Beedle

Siobhan Clarke

Lucy Allen

Hutton U3A
CHAIR’S REPORT
On reflection, 2022 has been a good year for our Association!
Our membership numbers continue to grow and now exceed
pre-pandemic figures, several new groups have been
launched and others supported so that they can be expected
to reach sustainable levels in the coming months, and our
usual programme of events, trips and visits has resumed.
The success of the recent Christmas Dinner is indicative of
this and hopefully this is the “new normal”.
Last month I wrote that I am feeling optimistic about the
future. We know that at least six members of the present
Committee will be standing down in May but are confident
that a new committee can be put in place to move our u3a
forward. If we are to be sustainable in the long term, we do
need other members who are willing to contribute, alongside
the Committee and our Group Leaders, and to help plan,
organise and assist in running our events and other activities.
We are still asking members, who are able, to join our Events
Sub-committee and our Trips & Visits Sub-committee to help
ensure a full programme can be maintained.

joining them if they are to be viable and become established.
All three (Mahjong, Archaeology and Money Matters) will
have their first meetings in January and further details are
shown later in this newsletter.

Message from the Membership Secretary
Please remember to keep your contact details up to date and
check your emails regularly.
If you pay tax, don’t forget you can sign up to Gift Aid, which
does help us.
Your plastic card, with barcode, is permanent, and is needed
for registration at our monthly meetings. If you are not able
to locate your card, please send me an email requesting a
replacement to
membership@huttonu3a.org.uk
If you wish to check your membership details, please visit:
https://www.huttonu3a.org.uk/members/membership/mem
ber_detail.php

Anyway, these issues are for 2023.
For now, let us celebrate the ongoing success of our u3a and
the companionship it provides, and look forward to an
enjoyable New Year. Let us also take time to express our
appreciation to our Group Leaders for their work supporting
members at Group meetings and to all members of the
Committee for the time they have given helping ensure this
success.

Third Age Trust Events and News
Every month our newsletter includes a note reminding
members that the national body organises events that may
be of interest, but we are never sure if anyone looks. So, here
is a taster of the free online events available in the new year.

Take care and we will meet again in January 2023.

January
11th 2pm
Getting started with your family history
18th 10am
Relativity – numerical illustrations
19th 10am
Climate change and biodiversity
20th & 27th 10am Yoga at home – standing or seated yoga
27th 2pm
Holocaust Memorial Day – The stories of
George and Renee Morton

Speaker Secretary’s Report

February
3rd 2pm

I hope that all members are able to enjoy the forthcoming
festivities and offer my own best wishes for the Yuletide
season and for the coming New Year.

Fashion and sustainability

The speaker in November was Tony Earle who spoke on The
London Underground from its inception to the present day.
He is a retired photographic scientist and worked for Kodak.
His talk was very entertaining, aided by photos and a short
video on Power point.

Further information at:
https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events

The original idea for the underground was designed by Sir
Marc Brunel and his son Isambard. The first line was opened
in January 1863, called the Metropolitan line.

This is a shorter newsletter than usual, reflecting the effect
the weather has had on our activities.

There were problems with the first trains, due to them being
steam, as people had to be evacuated frequently for fresh air.
It took some time to perfect the system, and in 1890 it
became the first deep underground electric railway. It
progressed to having 272 stations, and an annual usage of
269 million.
I think that everybody enjoyed the talk, there were 119
members and five guests present.

Groups Co-ordinator’s Report
I would like to thank everyone who has supported the work
of our groups throughout the year: the group leaders, those
who host meetings in their homes and those who contribute
to the programme of activities.
We head into 2023 with 43 Groups in place, so things are
looking good for Hutton u3a! However, three of these are new
groups and they would benefit from some more people

January 2023 Newsletter

I would like to thank all our Group Leaders and other
contributors for helping to make the newsletter a pleasure to
create and, I hope, an interesting read.
Group Leaders, or any members wishing to contribute,
should send entries by the afternoon of Tuesday 17th to the
email address: newsletter@huttonu3a.org.uk. Printed copies
will be available in the library when it reopens after
Christmas.

Book Exchange

Val Griffiths

I hope you are all enjoying the book exchange and browsing
the titles on offer each month.
As I have storage available, please feel free to donate any
books you may have no further need for.
If you have enjoyed a book, then someone else probably
will!! Also, if you are finished with your chosen title(s), please
bring them back so that someone else can read it (them).
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Hutton U3A
Group Meeting Charges
To make it easier for everyone to administer charges at group
meetings in hired rooms the contribution is set at the rate of
£3 per person. Please endeavour to support your Group as
the break even for room charges is about 12 members per
hour. Some groups commit their members to a term fee,
which has reduced this cost significantly, but casual members
will still be £3. Charges for meetings in members’ homes are
now 50p per person

Social Secretary’s Report
What a party we had on the 9th December! The Mount
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Avenue banqueting staff looked after us very well whilst Dan
Sharp, our entertainer, was excellent in choosing the right
material to keep the dance floor full of energetic dancers.
There was a quiz too, prepared by our chair Mike, to keep
members occupied during the evening.
Under the guidance of leaders Jenny and Steve Marsh the
dance group performed the 'Jerusalema' and members were
encouraged to join them, which they did with much
enthusiasm.
Thank you all for your support. Have a happy and fun
Christmas. See you at the Spring dance on 22nd April 2023,
details in January.

Health and Emergency in a nutshell
•

Do not come if you feel unwell

•

Fill in your ICE (in case of emergency) information on the website.

•

Make sure that you know the location of fire exits etc at venues.

•

First aid is only available at Bishops Hill and Hutton Community Centre

•

Carers are welcome by arrangement if you need one

Do you sing in the shower? The kitchen?
The Shenfield u3a Singing Group would like to invite anyone from Hutton u3a who enjoys singing to
come and join us. We meet on the second and fourth Thursday mornings of the month at the
Mountnessing Village Hall; some members only come to one session a month. Everyone is welcome
– we don’t audition, and you don’t have to be able to read music. We aren’t preparing for concerts,
or to sing for others – we just sing because we enjoy singing and like to sing together. At the
moment, we don’t sing in parts, although we have ambitions to do so when our numbers grow a bit.
We sing all kinds of music, from show songs to popular songs to folk songs, and anything that people
ask for if we can get it.
If you sing in a choir or a group, we would love to have you join us. If you sing to yourself because
you enjoy it – when you are in the garden, or in the shower, or washing up – then we would love
you to come and sing with us! To cover the cost of hiring the hall, we pay six monthly in advance,
and the charge is usually about £3 each a session. When we get more members, this will go down!
Please phone the group leader, Nigel Bennett, if you want to find out more about us, on 07752660896, 01277-216752, or email him on nigel.bennett99@gmail.com.
We look forward to welcoming you to Mountnessing one Thursday! We are meeting on November
24th and December 8th, and then after Christmas on January 12th and 26th. Sessions are from 9.45
am to 11.30am and are free until the end of January!
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Group Activities
ARCHAEOLOGY

Sue Shaper (Group Co-ordinator)

We recently held an exploratory meeting to discuss setting
up this new group. The first full meeting will be on Friday
January 6th at 2-4pm, when three topics will be presented by
members: Local Tanning & Brewing, Researching
Gravestones, and The Stone Negligée. We will also
continue our discussions about the future programme of
activities so please bring along your suggestions.
New members are very welcome. Please contact Sue Shaper
for further details.

ART APPRECIATION & GALLERY VISITS
Sue Shaper (Group Co-ordinator)

To the Stars:
Illuminating
the
Art Collection
in 50 Works

This group is being reconvened with a new focus and our first
meeting is a trip to the RAF Museum at Hendon to see their
latest art exhibition. This will be on Thursday January 12th
2023, at 11am. The curator of the exhibition has kindly
agreed to give us a talk about the works which include those
of Paul Nash, Laura Knight and David Bomberg. If you would
like to come along, please let me know as soon as possible
and I will send you further details. If you have an open mind
about art, regardless of whether or not you have heard of the
artists mentioned or know anything about the subject, you
will be very welcome.
Even though it is free we do need to book in advance
so please let me know if you want to come.

ART GROUP

Chris Birchley

The painting group have had a good year including
investigating the work of Picasso, Van Gogh and Cezanne. We
displayed some of our work in the Brentwood Art Trail during
the summer including portraits of the late Queen Elizabeth.
We shall be meeting again in 2023 on Thursday 5 th January
from 10am-12pm.

Geoff Towler

We met on Tuesday the 13th December by Zoom. This was
convenient because we avoided the travel problems caused
by the heavy snow two nights earlier.
This month we continued to study Newton's Law of
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Newton's equation defines the force between two masses.
However, to eliminate the unwanted mass you need at least
one second equation.
To calculate the mass of the Earth you have two choices for
a second equation, either use an equation for the acceleration
due to gravity at the Earth's surface or use an equation
relating to the orbit of the Moon around the Earth.
To calculate the mass of the Sun you cannot rely on a
measure of the acceleration due to gravity at the Sun's
surface, because this is impractical to measure. However, an
equation relating to the orbit of the Earth around the Sun can
be used to eliminate the second mass and achieve the result.
To calculate the mass of the Moon appears to be straight
forward, but before the days of spacecraft it was surprisingly
difficult to calculate. Isaac Newton himself tried to calculate
the mass of the Moon, but his calculation was 100% in error.
This was because no second equation could be obtained. No
one, or no remote instrument had been to the Moon to
measure the surface acceleration due to gravity. Note also
the Moon does not have an orbiting body to provide the
second equation.
Newton did, however, use the method that has been used for
many years before space flights were possible. This relies on
measuring the wobble in the Earth created by the Earth and
Moon rotating around their centre of mass point. Newton
resorted to measuring the tides on Earth to determine the
wobble. This method was unreliable, because of delays in
the tide times. There was a reliable method available, known
to the ancients, by observing the crossing time of the Moon
at the meridian.
This method did enable the mass of the Moon to be measured
before the space age. Consequently, it could be shown that
the surface gravity on the Moon was only one sixth of that on
Earth. It also showed that the mass of the Moon was only
one eightieth of the mass of the Earth.
We also had some discussion on the successful return of
Artemis 1, which splashed down on Sunday 11th December.
We noted that Artemis 1 was put in a Distant Retrograde
Orbit around the Moon. This orbit has been devised to
provide a very stable orbit that will not require any use of
fuel for station keeping over decades.
The significance of this Distant Retrograde Orbit is that it will
be the basis of the orbital Gateway for future missions to land
on the Moon and return to Earth.
Our next meeting will be by Zoom on Tuesday 10 th January
2023 from 1.30 pm for a 2.00 pm start.

BOOK GROUP – A

Margaret Bolton

Our planned meeting this month was cancelled because of
the weather and dangerous conditions on the roads around
my house.

Happy Christmas to everyone.

ASTRONOMY

Gravitation and used it to calculate the mass of the Earth, the
Sun, and the Moon. I have listed these bodies in the order
of ease of carrying out the calculations. You may be surprised
that the Moon turned out to be the most difficult calculation,
even more difficult than that of the Sun.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday January 10th. We’ll be
discussing Where the Crawdads Sing and any interesting
books our members have read over the Christmas and New
Year season.

BOOK GROUP – PURPLE PRIDE

Judy Warner

Because of the weather we reverted to a zoom meeting to
discuss Klara and the Sum by Kaszuo Ishiguro. The book is
set in a version of a polluted Earth where Artificial Friends (AI
robots) have been developed. The “relationship” between
Klara (the AF) and her host family raises issues about the
values in society and what constitutes the idea of a “person”.

DANCE

Jenny Marsh

Even though most of us needed a tipple for courage, our
Jerusalema demonstration at the Christmas Party certainly
encouraged many people to join in and have fun.
We had been practising for quite a few weeks

Reactions varied across the group, as some of us find any
SciFi unappealing, but others found the book moving and we
all appreciated the quality of the writing.
Next month we will be discussing Harlem Shuffle by Colston
Whitehead. January 10th. Venue to be decided.

BOOK GROUP - THURSDAY

Margaret Albon

We all enjoyed The House at Sea's End by Elly Griffiths and
are looking forward to the next one of the series.
The book for December is The Kew Gardens Girls, by Posy
Lovell. This is set in 1916 and women are drafted in as
gardeners at Kew, to replace the men who have gone to fight
in the war.
A book showing the challenges women faced when taking
over the men's work and were not always welcome.

CANASTA

Leonora Morris

Due to the icy conditions, we sadly did not get to play
Canasta this month at all.
I hope it will be normal in January. The next date is Thursday
26th January at 2.00 pm at my house.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

CINEMA

Lesley Lee

It has been an enjoyable year for the Cinema Group. We met
seven times in all with an average of seven to eight members
attending each viewing. The April film, Operation Mincemeat,
was the most popular with 12 in our group and a score of 8.9
out of 10. The September film, Ticket to Paradise was 2nd in
popularity with 11 in our group and a score of 6.8 out of 10.
We look forward to an enjoyable year’s viewing and reviewing
in 2023.

Our next meeting is 6th January 2023
The group wishes everyone a healthy happy 2023

DISCUSSION

Eileen Damsell

In November we discussed Envy - destructive or inspiring!
and the conclusions reached were that whilst it could be
destructive in that one could become depressed if an envious
goal was unachievable, on the other hand it could be inspiring
because it might give one encouragement to take positive
steps to reach the same aspirations of others.
In January we will seek the answers to the question 'How to
be happy?'

EXPLORING ENGLISH LITERATURE

Brenda Wray

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 4th January, at 10.30
a.m. via Zoom when we will continue with our study of
Antony and Cleopatra. We can also discuss our plans for
2023.
I wish you all a happy Christmas and a healthy New Year and
look forward to seeing you.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 18th January. Please
contact Lesley if you would like to be added to the mailing
list.

FAMILY HISTORY

COMPUTING HELP AND TEACHING
Roy Fisher & Alex Hakim

The group leader reported on his mitochondrial DNA (which
is usually and conveniently abbreviated as mtDNA). mtDNA
is passed down through the maternal side of the family and
allows you to view the historical and ancient side of your
heritage. It is similar to the Y-DNA that does the same job
for the paternal side. The websites that allow you to see
these results are fairly incomprehensible to people untrained
in genetics but do show the broad brushstrokes of your
history.

As well as Alex and Roy, five members attended our face-toface meeting in December at Alex’s.
Owing to our availability we have had to bring forward next
month’s meeting to Friday the 6th January again at Alex’s.
We hope regular attendees will be able to make this date.
Please contact both Roy and Alex if you would like to attend
this meeting

Peter Tedder

The Family History group met on 12 December 2022 via
Zoom.

Apparently, mtDNA has proved useful in identifying the
moment in history, 15000 years ago, when some wolves
mutated to start the history of dogs.
A number of the 'ancestry-like' websites have been adding
new records to their databases. Notable ones include:
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•
•
•
•
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Royal Navy & Royal Marines Service and Pension
Records, 1704-1939
Royal Navy Officers' Service Record Cards & Files,
1840-1920
Parish and civil registrations, and searchable names
from Find A Grave Index.
Newspaper pages from Nottingham and South
Africa.

Also, articles on:
"Extracting Army regiments from photos"
"Some Ideas for Looking at Genealogy Brick Walls Before
1837"
"Jamaican Slave Registers"
The group leader reminded members not to feel guilty if they
haven't been actively researching their ancestors. It's tiring
and sometimes frustrating, and ancestors are in no hurry.

delights of Christmas Pudding; and we do not grasp the point
of the Provence tradition of Thirteen Gifts. Many thanks to
Madame Sim for keeping our French more or less up to
speed.
Joyeux Noël!
________________________________________________
LANGUAGES – GET BY IN GERMAN

Tricia King

This year we have continued to meet every second Friday of
the month at Hutton Community Centre. Some of us were
also able to meet for a festive lunch last week and were even
treated to a bottle of German red wine, rarely seen here.
Many of us have had the opportunity to practice our
knowledge of German either through visits to Germany or
receiving visitors from our Town Twinning of Roth.

The next meeting will be on 9th January at 2pm on Zoom.

We shall resume our lessons on Friday 13th January.
Our many thanks go to Ursula for teaching us this year.
Herzlichen Dank.

FOOD AND DRINK GROUP

Frohe Weihnachten und einen guten Rutsch ins neue Jahr.

Christine Bachmann

Our November meeting was a Christmas meal at Mason‘s
Restaurant, a fine place to begin the holiday celebrations
together. Very good food, festive decorations and Christmas
crackers, in most enjoyable company, were the highlights.
Best Christmas riddle:
Q: What do you call a bunch of chess players bragging about
their games in a hotel lobby?
A: Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer!
Many thanks to Ian and Myra, who very kindly will be hosting
our next meeting, a celebration of Burns Night. This will take
place on 27 January.

GARDEN VISITS

Mary Aarons

Wishing all the garden visiting group a happy Christmas and
a healthy new year.
If you have any suggestions of a nearby snowdrop visit,
please let me know. The NGS publish the gardens in late
February, so I hope to book our first visit in April.

LANGUAGES – SPANISH CONVERSATION
Margaret Gil
The December meeting went ahead as planned and it is
encouraging that all the members of the group have made
good progress this year.
Our first meeting of 2023 will be on Thursday 19 th January
on Zoom, when we will begin a new programme.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all.

MAHJONG

Sue Shaper (Group Co-ordinator)

This new group will be starting in January. Twice monthly
meetings will take place on Week 2 Friday pm and Week 4
Thursday pm at Bishops Hill 1.30-3.30pm and members are
encouraged to come whenever they can. For some people
that will mean Fridays only, others just Thursday and some
both. The charge will be £4 per session.

This will be added to the web page first then the newsletter.
If you wish to join this group, you can be added to the
membership by sending me your name and membership
number.

HISTORY

Judy Warner

We celebrated Christmas 1920s style with a short Charleston
lesson by Steve and Jenny - no “Strictly” challengers
amongst us! Then, accompanied with 1920s style snacks, we
watched The Kid by Charlie Chaplin. None of us had seen it
before and we were all impressed- even more so as it finished
right on time! Next month we will be covering 1920s
Literature and Art movements.
Next meeting: HCC January 12th 7.45 - 9.30. New members
welcome.
________________________________________________
LANGUAGES – FRENCH CONVERSATION
Michael Duggett
We met at Jane’s house and discussed both French and
British Christmases. Unfortunately, it seems unlikely that our
cousins across the Channel will ever learn the subtleties and
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My thanks to Ann Thomas and Steve Jordan for agreeing
to take on joint-leadership of the group. None of the group’s
members have much experience of Mahjong so it will be an
interesting challenge to learn together. I am told that the
origins are similar to those of Rummy although this game is
played with tiles. Everyone is welcome to join us – please
contact Sue Shaper.

MONEY & INVESTMENT

Karen Redner

We are looking forward, winter weather permitting (!) to
resume meeting in the New Year when we plan to discuss a
variety of money related topics, including investments.

MONEY MATTERS IN THE NEWS
Sue Shaper (Group co-ordinator)
The first meeting of this new group will be held on Friday 13th
January 2023 starting at 10am. Please bring along any
newspaper, magazine or online articles that you would like to
discuss. We will be learning from each other as Martin Lewis
is unable to join us
Everyone welcome. Please contact Sue
Shaper for full details.

We have had an interesting year reading a variety of plays,
mostly comedies and hope to explore longer plays and genres
next year.
Our group has expanded to eleven members although we
rarely have a full complement. We enjoy having fun reading
our plays and discussing afterwards the content and
especially the ending which we sometimes think could have
been expanded on.
Thank you to our members who enter into the plays we have
read with enthusiasm and commitment. Happy Christmas
and see you next year fellow thespians.

POETRY
PETANQUE

Steve and Sue Priem

Margaret Bright

The mince pies were at the ready and we were all looking
forward to our December meeting to continue looking at
some more Poets Laureate. However, to quote Chas, ‘rain
stopped play’. Well, it was ice really. It seemed foolish to risk
life and limb negotiating icy roads and pavements, so we
reluctantly cancelled the session. I’m sure that Messrs
Betjeman and Masefield will wait patiently until 11th January,
although I’m not sure the mince pies will make it that long!
Meanwhile, here is Winter-Time by Robert Louis Stevenson
for you to enjoy:

We would be delighted to welcome anyone who isn’t currently
a member of the Pétanque group to come along too if you
are interested in becoming a “Hurler”, details will be in the
newsletter next year.

Late lies the wintry sun a-bed,
A frosty, fiery sleepy-head;
Blinks but an hour or two; and then,
A blood-red orange, sets again.
Before the stars have left the skies,
At morning in the dark I rise;
And shivering in my nakedness,
By the cold candle, bathe and dress.
Close by the jolly fire I sit
To warm my frozen bones a bit;
Or with a reindeer-sled, explore
The colder countries round the door.
When to go out, my nurse doth wrap
Me in my comforter and cap;
The cold wind burns my face, and blows
Its frosty pepper up my nose.
Black are my steps on silver sod;
Thick blows my frosty breath abroad;
And tree and house, and hill and lake,
Are frosted like a wedding-cake.

PHOTOGRAPHY

QUIZ

Wishing all the “Hutton Hurlers” a Merry Christmas and a very
Healthy Happy 2023. Our decision to hibernate until the
Spring was definitely the right one!
We will be organising a coffee morning in February (weather
permitting) before we start playing again to give us all a
chance to catch up.

Paul Sullivan

There were no meetings planned for December, but on the
10th of January Mike will be leading a photo shoot to St. Paul’s
Cathedral to be followed by lunch at a local pub.
If you are interested in joining our group, please contact Paul
Sullivan - all are welcome. No prior experience is required in
fact, all that you need is a camera, be that a film, digital, or
smart phone camera. The group’s photographs can be viewed
by
visiting
the
Hu3a
Photo
Flickr
site:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/109211966@N06/albums

PLAY READING

Clive Waddington

December's quiz had a Christmas theme and despite the
depressing weather everybody entered into the Christmas
spirit. There was only one mince pie left at the end! The
quiz was won by Spock's Brain with an impressive score of
66 out of 80.

The next quiz will be on
Wednesday
4
January
2023.
New members are
always very welcome. Fancy
dress is optional!!

Elspeth Morten

This month’s meeting would have fallen on the 27th
December, which is a Bank Holiday. Therefore, we took the
decision to resume our group get together in January.
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Leonora Morris

Due to the icy roads and pavements I had to cancel the game
and eat too many mince pies all by myself.

If anyone has an interest in science, technology, engineering
and/or mathematics, you are welcome to join the STEM
group. Please contact me for further details.

The next session is planned for Wednesday 11th January at
11.15 am.

TABLE TENNIS

With best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

RUMMIKUB ON-LINE

Roy Fisher

The next meeting will be at 10:00 on Tuesday 24th January.
If you would like to join us for this meeting or get some OnLine Rummikub tuition please contact Roy for instructions.
It is some time since we have a full attendance for a game.
If any existing attendees would prefer a different date or if
any new attendees would like to join-in or learn for a different
date, please let Roy know.

SCRABBLE

Lois Morton

Gloria & Ian Turner

The Table Tennis Group continues to meet every Thursday in
the Hutton Community Centre at 7.00pm for our hour-long
sessions. We are a mixed ability group and welcome and
encourage any Hutton u3a member who wishes to come
along and join us. All you need is a bat and sensible trainers
for playing in the sports hall.
If you want more information, please contact Ian or Gloria;
details are on the Contact List.

TELEVISION

Gillian Lindsell

The T.V group didn’t meet in December, our next meeting will
be on Monday 9th January at 10 a.m at Eileen’s house. I look
forward to seeing everyone again and wish you all a happy
Christmas.

The next games will be on Thursday, 12th January at 2 pm at
Margaret's house. I wish our members a Happy Christmas
and healthy New Year.

TOWN STUDY

SHAKESPEARE

Our group didn’t meet in December, our next meeting will be
on Friday 6th January to start the new term.
Thank you all for coming and a very merry Christmas.

Alastair West

At our 5th December meeting at Hutton Community Centre,
we continued our reading of Othello. The plan was to read
Act 4 of the play and then view two contrasting productions
of those scenes: the 2013 National Theatre production
starring Adrian Lester and Rory Kinnear and the 1981 BBC
production by Jonathan Miller starring Anthony Hopkins and
Bob Hoskins. We read Act 4, and all was set up for the viewing
- except for the disc player (left at home!) and so we read
Act 5 as well with considerable zest. Viewing and discussion
of the different productions is deferred until we next meet at
HCC. This will be on 6th February because of the New Year
Bank Holiday.
There was no zoom meeting this month as the December
date was too close to Christmas. Our next zoom meeting will
be on the 16th of January, when we will resume our reading
of The Alchemist.

TRIPS & VISITS ORGANISING TEAM
Sue Shaper and Mike Capon
An enjoyable trip to Cambridge concluded our 2022
programme. Several of our planned trips for 2023 are already
fully booked but names can be added to the waiting list by
contacting Sue as we do often get last-minute cancellations.
This month we launch a visit to two London museums (details
later in this newsletter).
Please be aware that Hutton u3a has two bank accounts: one
for membership fees and the other for group funds, including
those of the Trips and Visits Group. Please ensure that you
use the correct details when transferring money.

TRIPS AND VISITS – CAMBRIDGE
STEM

Peter Froebel

At our November meeting, we watched a video on Black Holes
given by Dr Becky Smethurst. She had recently given a
similar talk at the science meeting at the Royal Institution. It
was interesting to hear some of the misconceptions about
black holes explained.
Firstly, they do exist, but they do not “hoover up” all matter
around them. They do exert a gravitational attraction and
they are formed by the collapse of one or more stars.
Secondly, they can be seen, not directly, but they have a
corona around them, and this can be identified as
surrounding a black hole.
We do not hold a meeting in December as it would fall
between Christmas and New Year. Our next meeting is on
Wednesday 25th January 2023.
Wishing everyone Seasons Greetings and looking forward to
an exciting New Year.
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Gillian Lindsell
Jean Emmerson

Margaret Bright

Despite the forecast indicating rain for 24th November the
weather was, in fact, kind to us for most of the day as we set
off on our expedition to Cambridge.
We arrived just before 11.00am and dispersed to undertake
our various activities, which included Christmas shopping,
visiting some of the colleges, browsing in the market and
exploring the Fitzwilliam Museum with its interesting art
collection. Some of us also sampled the famous sticky
Chelsea buns at a famous Cambridge tea shop – well, it would
have been rude not to.
In the afternoon we all congregated at the Cambridge Arts
Theatre for the matinée production of The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel, starring some acting favourites of our youth
such as Hayley Mills, Rula Lenska and Paul Nicholas. Although
the sound quality in the theatre left a little to be desired, it
was an accomplished feel-good performance eliciting lots of
laughter from the audience.
All in all, it was a full day out which we all enjoyed.

UKULELE

Terry Pearce

At this final session of the year, we played many festive
songs, both ones we have tried in the past and the new ones
selected by Colin and David. We attempted Silent Night
initially 'trying' to pick the tune and then moved on to playing
in the normal way. We moved on to Merry Christmas
Everybody, Jingle Bells, Rudolph, Rockin' Around the
Christmas Tree, Stop the Cavalry, Merry Christmas Everyone
and group members were dressed appropriately in seasonal
jumpers and one in a Santa hat!!!! We look forward to
meeting again on Thursday, 5th January 2023.

WALKING - EASY RAMBLES

Colin Shaper

Monday 5th December – Lake Meadows and Billericay
Seven of our group braved the chill air and gloom to walk
around Lake Meadows and up to Billericay High Street in
search of refreshment. We found it in the Slipped Disc Café.
2 miles today.
Friday 16th December – Hanningfield Reservoir
The weather and the state of the ground forced us to cancel
this walk. We shall do it next year instead.

WALKING – THURSDAY WALK

Chas Hammond

24th November
As I was unavailable post-op, Paul led a walk from Hutton
Church. Thanks Paul.
1st December
Today was a lovely, bright, sunny day if a little cool, but soon
warmed once we started off from Stock Church through
woods with lots of autumnal colour. I spotted a jay and
muntjac.
I assured the group that there was a good spot to lunch in a
park a bit further than halfway. To my (and others
annoyance), we found that our appointed spot had been
flattened leaving bare earth. As usual, making the best of it
before continuing on past Stock windmill and back along the
High Road
8th December.
Today was very cold, taking a while to clear the windscreen
before meeting up at The Viper. We managed to park up as
another group (Brentwood Ramblers, I think) filled all the
spaces. Setting off at a brisk pace to get the circulation
going. Alongside Maplestead Rd. found a herd of about 50
deer led by a stag with a full set of antlers.
Then through Warley Park in a field alongside us was the
biggest herd I've ever seen. Must have been 200+. Stopping
for lunch on hay bales, (correct spelling this time!). Lovely
walking through sun dappled woods kicking up fallen leaves.
15th December
Today's walk was excellent. 'Snow all around'. DEEP in
places, CRISP, very, certainly not EVEN. And slippery in some
places. Cold and not a cloud to be seen, surprisingly warm
in the sun.

Haven’t we done well this year!
We have done nineteen rambles this year, with a total
distance of nearly forty miles. We are definitely a jolly group,
enjoying good company and appreciating the opportunity to
get out and about, despite the impediments that often try to
put us off. And we definitely enjoy the coffee and snack
opportunities provided by our venues.
The greatest number of walkers we have had was eighteen,
for Alastair's walk around Mores Wood. Our longest walk so
far was Christine's ramble between the two cafes at
Hanningfield Reservoir, which was 2.75 miles. Didn’t we do
well! Let's hope for even more success next year.

From The Cricketers, Childerditch our usual paths had
disappeared under the snow which could be confusing.
Crossing over into Thorndon Park, around the ice-covered
lake stopping at the visitor centre for lunch where we were
entertained by several squirrels chasing through the nearby
trees.
Returning past the beacon across sparkling snowy fields.

WALKING FOOTBALL

Ian Cameron

Our group has now stopped for Christmas and looking
forward to playing again in the new year at Hutton
Community centre where the facilities are perfect for us.

Our next walk will be on Monday 2nd January 2023, along
Southend Pier.

We feel we have progressed as players and improved our
understanding of walking football while having fun doing it.

I would like to thank you all for joining me in these walks and
particularly those who have led walks for us. I would also like
to wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Some members new to Hutton u3a have joined the group so
our number has grown to 15.

WALKING - LONDON WALKS

Judy Warner

We will start up again in March, hopefully in Spring sunshine.

Any members thinking of joining are welcome to join or come
along and watch us in (slow) action before joining.
Our next session is on 11th January at Hutton Community
Centre 12.30 - 13.30.
Merry Christmas.
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Hutton U3A

December 2022

New trip for 2023
Two London Museums
Wednesday 22nd MARCH 2023
•
•
•
•

Visit to The Foundlings’ Hospital Museum (1 hour with guide plus free time)
University College London Art Museum (introductory talk plus time to explore)
Entrance fees and gratuities included
Travel and refreshments NOT included

£15 per person for members of the Trips & Visits Group
(£18 for non-members)
ONLINE PRIORITY APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
PLEASE BOOK VIA THE EVENTS PAGE

10.50am

Meet at 10:50am at the Foundlings’ Hospital
Museum in Brunswick Square. The museum is about ½ a mile,
10 minutes’ walk, from King’s Cross/St Pancras underground
station and tells the story of the UK’s first children’s charity and
its first public art gallery – the outcome of a centuries-old project
designed to care for and educate London’s most vulnerable
citizens.
Following the visit, about one hour, members will have ‘freetime’
to explore the museum and the surrounding area further and,
perhaps, have lunch nearby. There are no refreshments available
at the museum.

2.15pm

Meet at 2:15pm at University College
London (UCL) in Gower Street, which is about 15
minutes, a little over ¾ of a mile, from the Foundlings’
Hospital, for an introductory talk.
The UCL Art Museum has its origins as a teaching and
research collection tied to the history of the Slade School
of Art and is situated in a traditional Print Room at the
heart of UCL. As the Slade was the first school to admit
women, a large number of works by women artists
entered this public collection and today 45% of the Slade
Collections comprise work by women artists.
Following the visit, members are again free to explore
the local area on their own.

Both venues have some seating available for members who may require this; space may, at times, be
restricted with some steps. This is a busy part of London and so members do need to be aware of traffic, etc.
Each member is responsible for assessing his/her ability to take part in this event and should not come if they
feel unwell.
Payments are non-refundable unless the trip is full and the place is taken by another.
Members are asked to enter their 'In Case of Emergency' contact information (ICE) on the Hutton
u3a website
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